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Spring has sprung at last! Get planning your trip to Westport!

Easter has passed, (hope you all enjoyed the holiday), Spring has
arrived, (just about)

This means that its only going to be a few short weeks before We
all gather in Westport, County Mayo for the Annual O’Malley Clan
Rally.

The programme has been finalised, (see page 4), and online

booking is live! so get planning your trip! Any enquiries? Drop us a
line by email at omalleyclanireland@gmail.com

We're
looking
forward to |
seeing you
all in
Junel!!l

O’Malley Clan

Get in touch and share your 0’Malley Heritage!

Have you got an article We’d love to hear from  cle that you’d like to

or old photographs you wherever you’'re share with the rest of
that you'd like to sub- based around the the clan. Drop us a line
mit for future editions world. Old photographs and We’'ll get right to it!
of “O Maille” The and stories to go with

O’Malley Clan Associa- them, old letters, fam-
tion Newsletter. ily trees or just an arti-




Constructive ambiguity won't make
the border 'bulletproof

Brexit is not a process. It is an
arrangement - so kicking it down the road

is not a viable option, writes Eoin O'Malley

Northern Ireland has politicians spoiled. It
provides interminable crises, which excuse its
politicians of the need to do the tough, boring work of politics. It gives Irish and British
politicians the opportunity to look statesmanlike - to swoop in, broker a deal, and move on
with the helping hand of history on their shoulders. It has cemented an 'us-versus-them'
outlook that allows each side to blame others for their own failings, But most of all it has them
spoiled because it's given politicians the impression that every road is long enough that a can
could be kicked further down it.

The Northern Irish way of doing things has conditioned the Brexit negotiators.

Before Christmas, Irish politicians hailed the agreement that ended Phase | of the Brexit
negotiations. It guaranteed that there would be no hard border between Ireland and Northern
Ireland, and that the Belfast Agreement would be upheld. This, the Irish Government said, was
"rock solid and cast iron". The text of the agreement stated that the UK "will maintain full
alignment" with the EU single market, customs rules that support peace, cooperation, and the
economy on the island of Ireland. The Taoiseach said at the time, "we have protected what we
sought to protect and we achieved what we sought to achieve", and described assurances

outlined in the agreed text as "politically bulletproof".

After his Frances Fitzgerald wobble a week earlier, we saw Leo sock it to the Brits; he said that
any obstacles that regulatory alignment created for Britain were Britain's problem, not
Ireland's. The rest of Europe was relieved that the Irish were content, and ready to get on with
Brexit. But the agreement before Christmas was incompatible with Theresa May's speech in
Florence last September, where she said the UK would leave the single market and the
customs union. The single market requires regulatory alignment, and while you can leave it
and maintain alignment, it all seems a bit pointless. A customs union means no tariffs can be
imposed on goods travelling within the union, and they agree to apply the same tariffs to
goods from 'third countries'. It would mean the UK couldn't negotiate its own trade deals with
third countries.

The EU Commission pointed out that it was 'hard to reconcile' May's agreement in December
with her speech in September. But, no matter. That's Britain's problem.

It was assumed that Britain was going to create some Brexitino (Brexit in name only) scenario.
They would craft some legally ambiguous status whereby the UK retains access to the club,
abides by all the club rules, and pays club membership fees, but is able to tell itself that it

isn't a club member.

The symbolic stuff, such as the EU flag on car registration plates, would be gone. Selling this
at home was Britain's problem.




Except it isn't just Britain's problem. It's also Ireland's problem. Two weeks ago the possibility of
Brexitino took a knock. Under pressure from within her party, Theresa May sought to offer
clarity: "We are categorically leaving the customs union. It is not our policy to stay in the customs

union. It is not our policy to stay in a customs union." That 'a' is important.

We were going along with the fiction of the UK leaving the customs union but staying in 'a’
bespoke customs union. If it rules even that out, as the EU chief negotiator, Michel Barnier,
immediately said, trade barriers are unavoidable - which in turn means some form of hard
border is unavoidable. The December deal doesn't look so 'bulletproof' now. The Irish side has
played well with the pretty poor hand it holds on Brexit. But the Government either

overestimated the ability of the British to agree a deal, or over-sold the deal last December.

A problem for the Irish Government is that it is trading in words. It should know by now that talk
is cheap. Assurances from the British might be comforting, but they are worthless when the
same side can offer words of comfort to hard-line Brexiteers the following month. If the
Government didn't know this already, the cold comfort of Britain's assurances must have hit
home in Iveagh House last week. The occasion was when UK Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson
tried to make the 'upbeat' case for Brexit - but failed to mention the Irish border. Asked about
the continued lack of clarity in Britain's position, he pretended to mishear "clarity" for "carrots".
What followed was as bizarre as it was tragic. Brexit "can be good for carrots, too, by the way...
we can take back control... to promote organic carrots". The EU negotiators may have laughed,

but did they then cry quietly? What do you do when you realise you're negotiating with a lunatic?

One of the triumphs (and failures) of the Northern Ireland peace process was that it managed to
keep everyone, including some lunatics, on the road for a long time. It was a 'process' rather

than an agreement. But as long as the process went on, there was peace, albeit an uneasy one.

The European Union has been pretty good at constructive ambiguity and false deadlines itself.
We have seen treaties hastily smudged in order to bring recalcitrant countries along. Legal

deadlines have melted away when politics demanded it.

The problem is that the Brexit road isn't that long.

In March 2019, likely a few months before that, we run out of road. The EU is rightly losing
patience with Brexit, and doesn't want the issue to dominate its agenda for more time than

necessary.

While there will be a transition period, Brexit is not a process. It is an agreement. Without a legal
deal on a customs union, there will be tariffs. With tariffs come border checks.

And no amount of 'constructive ambiguity' can bulletproof a border post outside Aughnacloy.

Eoin O'Malley is director of the MSc in Public Policy at Dublin City
University




The O’Malley Clan Association aims to reach
out to O’Malleys from all around the world and
foster links between the O’Malleys around the

globe and the clan at home here in Ireland.

The Clan Association formed in 1953 has been

The O’Malley Clan Association connecting O’Malleys around the world in The

Mary Jane O’Malley (Hon Sec) .. .

2 Main Street US and Canada, Britain, Australia, South Af-

Newport rica, New Zealand, South America, and any-

Co. Mayo

Ireland where else you can think of for over 60 years
now.

Email: omalleyclanireland@gmail.com ) )
We hope with our new website, and newsletter,

Website: www.omalleyclan.ie that We can go from strength to strength in our

aim to connect all the O’Malleys around the

@ finduson world.
1J Facebook

www.facebook.com/omalleyclan @cla nomalley

The Annual Clan Rally 22nd June to 24th June 2018, Westport
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VENUE [ TIME 'WELCOME TO WESTPORT VENUE | TIME FAMILY FESTIVAL

4:00PM WESTPORT WALKING TOURS
WESTPORT A one hour tour of the main streets and alleys of Westport

TOWN HALL with Stephen Clarke detailing the facts and history of the
town.
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12:00PM MASS AT THE ABBEY

MURRISK Murrisk Abbey has strong connections to the 0’Malley Clan.
ABBEY The mass will be proceeded by a procession from the Famine
monument led by The Clew Bay Pipers.
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7:00PM CHIEFTAINS RECEPTION AND HISTORICAL
WESTPORT TALK BY ANNE CHAMBERS

House Join us in Westport House for an evening of music and drinks
followed by a talk by Anne Chambers on Grace O’Malley and
her family.

E——

2:00PM ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

'WESTPORT All Clan Members are welcome to attend and share any ideas. ,’
House

2:30PM FAMILY DAY AND BARBEQUE AT GRACY’S

GRACY’S Join us at Gracy’s Restaurant on the grounds of Westport
WESTPORT House for a barbeque and a special pass to Westport House
VENUE | TIME DAY TOURS AND ENTERTAINMENT HousE and Pirate Adventure Park.

ERIDAY JUNE
SUNDAY. JUNE 242

- L ————— - Afterwards we wrap up the festivities with some live music,

10:30AM CASTLES AND ABBEYS TOUR the Chieftains Speech and a ceremony based on Clan tradition

the investiture of the 2019 Chieftain.
WESTPORT Broénach Joyce of The Clew Bay Heritage Centre invites you to
TOWN HALL join her on a bus tour to visit Castles and Abbeys in the Clew
Bay area. RECOMMENDATION FOR ACCOMODATION:
SPECIAL RATES ARE AVAILABLE FOR ACCOMODATION VIA

4:30PM THE WESTPORT STORY ) DESTINATION WESTPORT

WESTPORT A dramatic tour of Westport led by two actors who play
TowN HALL various historic characters of significance to Westport -
Including Grace O’Malley.
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8:00PM FEILE CUAN MODH

WESTPORT An ing of traditional and ;s y Irish Music

TOWN HALL featuring the best of local musicians, dancers and a short
drama from “Matriarchs” by Anne Chambers on the meeting
in 1593 of Griinne Mhaol and Queen Elizabeth I.

10:30PM CRAIC AGUS CEOIL

MILL TIMES Finish the night off with some finger food, craic agus ceoil at
He the Mill Times Hotel.




