
It’s the week when our thoughts turn to Easter Eggs and the Easter bunny and 

holidays with family and friends! 

We hope you enjoy the Easter Holidays wherever you are and if you’d like to 

send in some pictures of your Easter 2019 festivities, don’t be shy, drop us a 

line at omalleyclanireland@gmail.com 

Happy Easter to all you O’Malleys out there! 

Get in touch and share your O’Malley Heritage! 

Have you got an article 

or old photographs 

that you’d like to sub-

mit for future editions 

of “O Maille” The 

O’Malley Clan Associa-

tion Newsletter.  

We’d love to hear from 

you wherever you’re 

based around the 

world. Old photographs 

and stories to go with 

them, old letters, fam-

ily trees or just an arti-

cle that you’d like to 

share with the rest of 

the clan. Drop us a line 

and We’ll get right to it! 
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This month’s highlights 

• Happy Easter to all of the 

O’Malleys around the world 

• Get in touch and share 

your stories! 

• An amazing story, Dr Aus-

tin O’Malley 

• The O’Malley Clan Gather-

ing 2019, Programme of 

Events 

• About the O’Malley Clan 

Association 

• The O’Malley Clan DNA 

Project on Family Tree DNA 
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Dr Austin O’Malley was born on October 1st 1858 in Pitt-
ston, Pennsylvania, to William O'Malley and Katherine 
Ward. He had two brothers, Dr. Joseph O'Malley, and Frank 
Ward O’Malley, the noted playwright. He also had 2 sisters . 
He entered Fordham University at the age of 14 and gradu-
ated top of his class three years later. 
For the following three years He studied Philosophy and 
Languages at the Gregorian University in Rome, and then 
took up several teaching and lecturing posts in New York, 
Baltimore, and Washington. During this time He started con-
tributing to several periodicals and also began his medical 
studies at Georgetown University. 
 
After two years at the medical school in the University of 
Berlin, O’Malley took clinical courses in bacteriology in both 
Vienna and Paris. It was during this time that Dr O’Malley 
studied under Behring, who had just perfected an anti-toxin 
for Diphtheria. Then in 1983 He returned to Washington 
and became Bacteriologist and Pathologist at The Marine Hospital and the Georgetown Medical 
School. It was on his return that He began to strongly advocate for the use of the new anti-toxin for 
Diphtheria across the American medical world. 
 
Dr O’Malley then changed his focus once more and became Professor of Literature at Notre Dame Uni-
versity in Indiana. It was during his time here that He met his future bride Ailene Demetria Ellis. 
 
In March 1902 Dr O’Malley married Ailene Demetria Ellis in New York. She was 20 years his junior. 
Shortly after the marriage, Ailene poisoned O’Malley using arsenic in his food as She wished to elope 
with another man, William J Hearin, who was 20 years old. 
 
Dr O’Malley survived the attempt and was brought to hospital accompanied by his wife and his brother 
Dr Joseph O’Malley. With the cause of his illness still unknown Ailene stayed with Austin’s brother Jo-
seph for a period while he was being treated and during this time Joseph suspected that something 
was afoot between Ailene and Mr Hearin.  
It was then noticed that some jewellery had gone missing in the house and Joseph searched the room 
where Ailene was staying finding a torn up letter that He was able to piece together and decipher the 
plan for elopement drawn up by Ailene and Hearin. 
He immediately contacted the police who tracked down Hearin waiting for Ailene at a train station 
about to catch a train to the west of the country, and also caught Ailene in a cab on the way to the sta-
tion in possession of some of the stolen jewellery and pawn tickets for the rest. 
Ailene and William Hearin faced charges of robbery of the jewellery and it is unknown by the author at 
this point how that trial turned out, (if any of our subscribers can shed light on that it would be great). 
Both defendants were bailed for $1,200  on July 10th 1902. 
 
Dr Austin O’Malley eventually recovered from the poisoning and stayed on in Philadelphia where he 
had been in hospital and specialised as an oculist. He later continued his writing on both medicine and 
literature becoming a noted scholar on Dante and lecturing around the US. 
 
He died on February 26th 1932 in Philadelphia, in St Agnes’ Hospital where He had spent so long in 
recovery from the poisoning by his wife all those years before. 
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The O’Malley Clan Association 

Mary Jane O’Malley (Hon Sec) 

2 Main Street 

Newport 

Co. Mayo 

Ireland 

 

Email: omalleyclanireland@gmail.com 

 

Website: www.omalleyclan.ie 

The O’Malley Clan Association aims to reach 

out to O’Malleys from all around the world and 

foster links between the O’Malleys around the 

globe and the clan at home here in Ireland.  

The Clan Association formed in 1953 has been 

connecting O’Malleys around the world in The 

US and Canada, Britain, Australia, South Af-

rica, New Zealand, South America, and any-

where else you can think of for over 60 years 

now. 

We hope with our new website, and newsletter, 

that We can go from strength to strength in our 

aim to connect all the O’Malleys around the 

world. 

 

The most common queries we get at The O’Malley Clan Association are queries in relation to 

helping to trace peoples ancestors in Ireland. As we all know, written records can only take us so 

far, (if you’re lucky you’ll get back to the early 1800’s or late 1700’s).  

Many of the Irish Census Records and other historic documents were 

destroyed during the early part of the 20th century and as a result it can 

be very hard to  trace ancestors back beyond the 19th century. Church 

records are a help, but can be patchy at times. 

One way of narrowing down the search is through DNA testing. The 

O’Malley Clan Association is involved in a project with Family Tree DNA to 

test as many O’Malleys as possible to try and expand our knowledge of 

our roots as much as we possibly can.   

There’s a specific page for the project on the Family Tree DNA  website: 

https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/omalley/about 

Check it out, there’s lots of info there, and administrators also for any 

questions. 

 

 

The O’Malley Clan DNA Project on Family Tree DNA 

 

www.facebook.com/omalleyclan 

 

@clanomalley 


